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For my research paper, I chose to speak to the benefits of using GMO seeds to feed our planet. GMOs are

genetically modified organisms. They are manufactured by humans, meaning that the seed has been changed

from it’s original genes to something that is disease resistant and grows faster. I would like to speak about GMO

seeds and all of their benefits, in the hopes that I will convince readers to use these new and improved seeds to

feed our planet and end world hunger.

For part of my research, I interviewed a farmer who provides for the Chicago restaurant called Big Bowl.
The farmer, Marc, uses GMOs for the corn he grows, however he does not use it on the rest of his crops. When I
asked him, ”Do you think your profit would be
higher if you used GMO seeds for everything?” He
answered with a strong, “Yes, absolutely.”

I wanted to show a visual because it is
helpful for many people and easily understandable. I
created a graph comparing the Yields of corn in the
USA, grown with GMOs, to those in France, where
they grow organically. My graph shows that the
Yields of corn are increasing over one year at a very
drastic amount in the USA. This is good because it
shows that GMO seeds rapidly increase yields. I
calculated the percent change between the years of
2003 and 2004, and came to the conclusion that the
yields of corn went up by 12.7% in these two years.
This shows that GMOs can feed the world, and very
quickly if we keep it up. Who doesn’t want to end world hunger?

In an article that  I read, Dr. Ray Bressan, professor of horticulture and director of the Center for Plant Environmental
Stress Physiology at Purdue University he says, "We'll soon be able to produce more crops with less pesticide, less
fuel, less fertilizer, fewer trips over the field. We'll produce much more with much less....A couple of years ago I
wouldn't have predicted this. But I now think that within a decade it will be possible to have crops that can withstand
the stresses of early spring and late fall to such an extent that farmers could plant two crops of corn, soybeans, or
wheat each year." The result of this innovation will be GM crops that will offer our best chance to adequately
address the challenge of feeding the estimated six billion people who, in as few as 50 years by some estimates,
will join the seven billion of us already here, while also helping develop malnutrition in third world countries.

If we keep using GMO technology to keep the good traits dominant, plants will become resistant to the
amount of chemicals we spray on them. They will get used to it and the phenotype will become stronger. Farmers
will be able to use far fewer chemicals. An example of this is in 1999, according to the Environmental Protection
Agency, cotton farmers started raising genetically modified cotton to withstand pests sprayed with 21% less
insecticide, meaning they sprayed one to two times rather than eight to ten.

I think that creating, planting, and maintaining GMO crops is a very ethical decision that should be
practiced all around our planet. Using GM crops focuses on feeding the world quickly and surely, and we have to
do what we have to do to fight world hunger. It is better to have happily full people all around the globe with
enough food for their families, than hungry people who will never survive because of their malnutrition. There is
even GM rice being made called Golden Rice, which is going to save the lives of many people who are struggling
with vitamin A deficiency. These new crops are implanted with the vitamin A gene, which is also very helpful for
strong eyesight. How are you going to get rid of world hunger and malnutrition with this slow organic way of
growing food? All it takes is some golden rice to see that it is cheaper to grow at such a large scale. Lakshmi, a



journalist who has had experience with seed saving in India said, “If people are living without food, it’s hard not
to give them a quick fix with GMOs.”
Citations:
PBS. PBS, n.d. Web. 29 May 2013.
"FAOSTAT." FAOSTAT. N.p., n.d. Web. 29 May 2013.
http://www.gmocompass.org/eng/database/plants/52.maize.html

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gmo-compass.org%2Feng%2Fdatabase%2Fplants%2F52.maize.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFjIwby3uAq-S2QYdwZqpNgACFWOA

